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Full Council Meeting Minutes 	Monday 10th August 2026, 7.30pm start 
	 
MINUTES 
	Whittle-le-Woods Village Hall, Whittle-le-Woods 

	Attendance 
	Cllr Steve Fogarty                       Cllr Colin Evans

	 
	Cllr Chris Briscoe                   

	 
	Cllr Wendy McDonald               	   

	 
	Cllr William Yates            

	 
	Cllr Phil Holmes	              

	 
	Cllr Peter Auwerx 	Clerking: N Griffiths 

	Meeting opened at 7.37pm
	



1. Apologies – No apologies from Cllr Halliwell.
New Councillor Mary Bell Co Opted onto the council. Cllr Evans Proposed and Cllr McDonald Seconded it.
2. Declarations of interest and dispensation – Cllr Briscoe explained he had a payment request in 5.1.
3. Minutes of previous Council meetings – July Minutes signed off. Clerk will upload the minutes onto the website.
4. Statutory Business 
4.1 Planning - Consider planning report, approve responses and ratify responses made between meetings or to meet deadlines. 

Update: No planning applications to discuss










5. Financial items 
5.1 Consider and approve expenditures in the circulated report, and any after the agenda, submitted to the meeting  
Resolved: Cllrs Approved all payments 

5.2      Bank Reconcile sign off
Resolved: July banking all reconciled for all banks. Chair signed off.

5.3     Grants
Update: Clerk explained to the Cllrs that a request for a grant had been received to support the Christmas Adventure at St John’s Whittle Church. Clerk explained we have little funds left in the budget and asked Cllrs how much they want to give to the event. The Cllrs agreed to give £300, this was proposed by Cllr McDonald and Seconded by Cllr Holmes.
The clerk will contact the organiser and transfer the funds accordingly.

6.        Clerks Update
6.1      Licence progress update for the land for youth/community shelter
Update: Chair explained he is awaiting confirmation from Officer Bernie Heggarty to arrange a meeting time to discuss progressing the Community Shelter.
Chair explained the details of the project to Cllr Bell with her being new to Whittle le Woods Parish.
Cllr Briscoe said that Lauren Murphy from the police had also been trying to make contact with Officer Bernie Heggarty and confirmed she had not had a response either. 
7:45pm – After being Co opted onto the council, Cllr Mary Bell advised that she does not want to continue to being a councillor. Her interest is solely on tidying up the canal. Cllr Bell resigned with immediate effect, but will come along to the tidy up day.
Mary Bell left the meeting.
Cllr Briscoe explained that he had emailed Cllr Green to see of he can help to support the progress of the community shelter. Cllr Briscoe had not received a response. Cllr Briscoe also emailed Cllr Riggott but his email confirmed he was away for the next 4 weeks.
Cllr Holmes said can we not arrange a full meeting with Chorley Council, regarding the community shelter. The chair explained that we are currently in talks to set this meeting up.







6.2     Defibrillators updated for August– are all checks up to date?
Resolved – Cllrs confirmed all checks are up to date.

6.3     Additional Defibrillators in Whittle le Woods
Update – Chair explained that he had contacted the owner of the BP Garage in Whittle le Woods, but they did not agree to locate one there as it would require electricity and would need to be located inside.
Chair apologised that he had not contacted the bakery in Whittle le Woods, regarding putting a defib in the premises. The Chair will make contact with the owner and update the Councillors.

6.4    Newsletter
Update – Clerk explained that she had got the costings from Royal Mail that they would charge to deliver the newsletters when they had been produced. Cllrs happy with the cost. Cllrs agreed we need two newsletters a year. One for summer updates and one for winter updates. Cllr McDonald said she would put a post on the Whittle le Woods Facebook page asking if any local businesses would like to promote their business in the newsletter. The Cllrs agreed a cost of £25 per advertisement would be the charge. The size of advertisement would be a postcard size, unless we have a lot of demand, and then the size would have to be reduced accordingly.
The Clerk will get a couple of prices from companies that can help us produce the newsletter. The Clerk explained she had already got one quote. The Clerk will also consult other Clerks in the area to see which company they use to get an idea on costings.

6.5     Tidy up day
Update: Clerk explained she had received an email from Bernie Heggarty regarding the tidy up day. He wanted confirmation that we were still doing the event as a joint partnership. Bernie Heggarty had noticed an advertisement on our Facebook page regarding the event, but there was no mention of the Council’s involvement. The Clerk explained she had spoken to Cllr McDonald earlier that day and this had been amended accordingly showing joint partnership. The Clerk had updated Bernie Heggarty to confirm this change and confirm we were wanting to still do this in partnership with Chorley Council.
Cllr Holmes asked for further details to what happens on the day of the tidy up. Cllr McDonald explained a skip is delivered from Chorley Council to the Roebuck pub and residents can come and dispose of rubbish into it. If residents are wanting to dispose of any large items, electricals etc they must tell us before the day so we are aware. Cllr McDonald explained the residents can report this to the Clerk.
Cllr Evans asked if staff from Chorley Council attend to help out. Cllr McDonald and Cllr Yates confirmed that they do send help from Chorley Council.



6.6       Youth Day Update
Update: Clerk confirmed the bungee trampolines and climbing wall had all been booked and paid for. The Clerk also agreed that the events team at Chorley Council had agreed for the event to take place.
Cllr McDonald confirmed she had created a poster to promote the free youth event and had posted it on the Whittle le Woods Facebook page. Cllr McDonald has also got support from the scouts and they are going to help on the day, and have agreed to let residents use the toilets at the scout hut on the day of the event.
Cllr McDonald confirmed she had arranged for an ice cream van to attend the event. She confirmed this would be at no cost to Whittle le Woods Parish, but the owner of the ice cream van will keep the takings. Cllr McDonald is also trying to get hold of a lady who does hair braiding to come along to the event.
Cllr Briscoe asked if any Councillors who are attending the youth event, could speak to the residents and get their views on the community shelter. If we could get the residents to sign a petition for the community shelter to progress this it would be beneficial. Cllr Briscoe said we can then give this to the Council to help push this project forward.

6.7    Hillside Crescent Verges
Update: The Clerk explained Cllr Green had chased where we were up to with the Hillside Crescent Verges that he had brought to our attention a couple of months ago. I explained to the Cllrs we had briefly mentioned this in a previous meeting but did not come to a conclusion. The Cllrs agreed this was not a parish issue and asked the Clerk to go to Lancashire County Council Highways to see if they can do anything about it.
The Clerk will update Cllr Green with what we have decided to do.

6.8   Parish Council Policies
Update: Clerk explained she is going to work through the policies that are required for the council and get these updated. Clerk emailed the Grant policy and Councillor Apologies Protocol Policy ahead of the meeting, for Councillors to read and if anything needed to be amended, they could tell the Clerk Accordingly.

The Chair asked if the policies can be dated. The clerk confirmed they had been dated at the bottom.
Cllrs happy with the policies and the Clerk will update them on the website.








7. Project Updates from Councillors
Update – Cllr Briscoe had concerns regarding the HGV’s that are travelling down Dark Lane. Cllr Briscoe told the Cllrs about an HGV that knocked over a sign because the turning is so tight and is not suitable for HGV’S. Cllr Briscoe confirms he has camera footage of this and will forward this to the Clerk.
Cllr Evans confirmed there is a sign saying no HGVs. Cllr Evans said it needs a bigger sign erecting. 
Cllr Holmes confirmed that it is a tight bend for HGVs to turn onto Dark Lane and they should not be going down there.
Chair asked could we ask for a sign to say “No HGVs” at the top of Dark Lane as well as at the bottom of Dark Lane.
Cllr Briscoe brought to the attention of the councillors that there is an Inpost box at the Red Cat carpark, this is on greenbelt land and questioned does this not need planning permission? Cllr Briscoe asked the Clerk to contact the Enforcement Officer. The Clerk will make contact with the enforcement officer and find out further information.
Cllr Holmes expressed his concern how hot the Village Hall was when there are activities going on. He asked if it would be possible to get air conditioning. The Cllrs told Cllr Holmes that he would need to contact the Village Hall Trustees. Cllr Holmes will contact the Village Hall Trustees.
7.1    Road Safety 
Update: Cllr Evans confirmed that double yellow lines had been declined by Highways near Birchin Lane, Mill Lane opposite the Co Op, Hillside Crescent which is a priority because of parking issues, Union Street because of the narrow road and Carwood lane. Cllr waited over 22 days for a response.
Cllr Briscoe pointed out to the other Councillors that Chorley Old Road would benefit from a 20mph speed symbol being painted and repeated on the road numerous times by Highways, to reduce the speed of vehicles and make it more visible. Cllr Evans said they will just decline this proposal.
Cllr Holmes said we need to ask Highways about this.
Cllr Evans told the Councillors he had asked Highways to paint a white line in front of Whittle le Woods School and asked if they would extend the barrier, but he said he had been told no because there had not been any accidents. 
Cllr Holmes asked who said that, Cllr Evans confirmed Highways had declined to do it.
Cllr Evans asked the Cllrs if he could pay for this through CIL Funding. The Chair confirmed we cannot do anything unless we get agreement from Highways first.
Cllr Briscoe asked can we not get a traffic warden to patrol near the school. Cllr Evans said they will not patrol. Cllr Briscoe said they might patrol, but we may have just not asked them. Cllr Evans confirmed he had met a parking enforcement officer and discussed the situation. Cllr Evans had seen the parking enforcement officer moving vehicles on in the area.
Cllr Briscoe asked, do traffic wardens give tickets on zigzag lines? Cllr Briscoe also asked could we have a word with PC Lauren Murphy? Cllr Evans confirmed that PC Lauren Murphy had left her role. Cllr Evans confirmed all the police have been moved to other areas that were previously in the Whittle le Woods area. Cllr Evans said we needed to have the same Police in the area.
Cllr Evans expressed how disappointed he was that the lines were not going to be sorted before the children go back to school.
Chair said we need to get agreement from Highways before we can do anything.

7.2    Road Signs 
The Clerk explained Cllr McDonald had seen that the hedgehog sign near the scout hut which needed replacing. The Clerk asked the Cllrs who supplies the replacement of the sign. 
Cllr Briscoe asked, is it up Whittle le Woods to replace it?

8.     Any Other Business:
8.1    Meet the Councillors 
Update: Cllr Holmes asked if a few Councillors could attend the events this year and be available to take any questions from residents. Cllr McDonald said would it be better to have a suggestion box in the village community centre, so residents can put a suggestion in the box and Councillors can pick these up.
Cllr Yates advised that you would have to get agreement from the committee of the village hall before putting anything there.

8.2   Pincock Charity   
Cllr McDonald asked for the bank statements from the Chair for the Pincock Charity. Cllr McDonald will close the charity. The charity only holds a little amount of money and will cost more money to keep it open. Cllr McDonald is a trustee on the charity account and she will make contact with the Charities Commission. Cllr McDonald confirmed the money in the account, will go to the old folks Christmas party.

8.3   Book Swaps
Cllr Yates explained to the councillors that the books in the post box at Hillside Crescent are over flowing and keep falling out. Cllr Yates asked we can put a message on Facebook to tell people not to put books on the floor. Cllr McDonald confirmed she would put a message on Facebook.

9.      Matters of Information
Comment – None to report 






10.    Exclusion of Press
It is proposed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public are excluded from the forthcoming items of business – pursuant to section 1 (2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings)Act 1960 and defined in Paragraph1, Part 1 of Schedule 12A to local Government Act 1972.

10.1       HM Courts Claim update
Update: Ongoing with the HM Claims Court

Chair ended meeting at 8:55pm
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